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Executive Summary:  Undergraduate conversions to CF are similar to those in 2008, suggesting that 2009 was an exceptional year.  Among UK/EU applicants, UF conversions have increased significantly.  Postgraduate applications are buoyant.  Entry requirements including English language qualifications continue to rise.  Overall the evidence is strong that Loughborough is increasingly attractive to well qualified UK/EU and international students as a place to study.  It is anticipated that the University will meet the agreed intake target across all categories.

Actions Required: Senate is asked to receive this report and to note the contents. 
 


Background:

Key data drawn from the UCAS MS12 report published at the end of May 2008, 2009 and 2010 is as follows:
	
	2008
	2009
	2010
	% change

2009 to 2010
	% change

2008 to 2010

	UK/EU
	
	
	
	
	

	CF
	3753
	4550
	3763
	-17.3
	0.3

	CI
	2456
	2820
	2488
	-11.8
	1.3

	UF
	287
	337
	440
	+30.6
	+53.3

	International
	
	
	
	
	

	CF
	202
	281
	219
	-22.1
	8.4

	CI
	208
	268
	262
	-2.2
	26.0

	UF
	26
	44
	26
	-40.9
	=


UK/EU

The above table indicates that CF and CI totals for 2010 are very close to those for 2008, suggesting that 2009 was an exceptional year. There has been a significant increase year on year, however, in the number of UF applicants reaching a total of 440 in 2010. This confirms the increasing attraction of Loughborough for UG study.  The proportion of unsuccessful applications has also risen across the three-year period:
	2008: 21.5%
	2009 24.5%
	2010 28.4%


It is anticipated that the University will meet comfortably its intake target of 3103. There will be modest additional scope this year for concessions, changed course offers and recruitment through Clearing but close monitoring will be maintained to ensure that this target is not exceeded and that quality is maintained. Other features of the current admission process include:

· Five programmes with the standard conditional offer now standing at three A Level passes at grades AAA (Mechanical Engineering-M.Eng, Aeronautical Engineering-M.Eng, Innovative Manufacturing Engineering, Sport and Exercise Science, Mathematics and Sport and Exercise Science) 

· 49 programmes (43% of the total) across all three Faculties with the standard conditional offer now standing at three A Level passes at grades AAB
· 61 programmes (53%) across all three Faculties with higher standard entry requirements or more restricted acceptable combinations of grades than in 2009

· No programmes with standard offer below BBC grades (280 points); this will increase to BBB (300 points) for 2011/12 entry
· No use of the A* grade in conditional offers (only a handful of universities have incorporated this grade into offers)

· The responses of many applicants to their offers have coupled Loughborough with the leading selecting universities as their preferred choices, either as firm or insurance university

International

There has been a fall in the number of CF and UF acceptances compared

to 2009, but the CF position is slightly stronger than two years ago when the University met its target.  Some applicants appear to have been deterred from accepting offers due to the University’s decision to raise the standard English Language requirements for both IELTS and TOEFL. This will allow departments greater flexibility when considering whether to make concessions. There will be an opportunity for some late recruitment in the UK and internationally; missions to China, including Hong Kong, are planned for July and August. There is evidence that the predicted results for applicants who have accepted Loughborough’s offer are closer to the requirements than in previous years. It can be anticipated, therefore, that there will be a higher proportion of applicants meeting their offers. Replies to offers are awaited from 508 applicants. These applicants will be targeted with another E-Newsletter published by the International Office.

Taught Postgraduate

UK/EU

Applications have risen by 20.8% compared to 2009, passing 1000 for the first time.  41.4% of the total applications are from mainland Europe (39.4% in 2009). All three Faculties have shared in the overall growth. Featuring prominently in the total are the following departments:
	Sport, Exercise and Health Sciences
	27.9%

	Business School
	13.3%

	Electronic and Electrical Engineering
	10.8%

	Economics
	8.9%


To date, responses to offers have been received from only a small proportion of applicants but this is expected to rise rapidly over the next month as final examinations finish. It is predicted that the University will meet its target intake of 463 (including the PGCE target of 127).

International

To date, applications and offers have risen by 18.7% and 10.3% respectively compared to 2009.  Although China continues to dominate, accounting for 54.5% of the total applications, there has also been a rise of 35.0% in applications from India, where the University’s profile is being raised through a number of initiatives.  The Business School and Economics continue to account for a high proportion of the total applications (50.8% in 2009/10) reflecting the continuing appeal of these subject areas to international students globally.

A new process for visa applications was introduced in 2009 and it has now moved into its second phase, the Sponsor Management System (SMS).  Applications processing is resource intensive.  Overall, staff involved in creating the required Certificates of Acceptance of Studies (CAS) are meeting demand and handling the associated queries from agents and students.  At this stage in the cycle it is uncertain whether SMS will have a negative impact on the eventual outcome across the sector.  On the basis of the University’s forecasting models it can be anticipated that intake will be close to the target of 849.   


Author – HE Jones, M Bell
Date – June 2010  

Copyright © Loughborough University.  All rights reserved

PAGE  
3

